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All that has been spared of tills little provincial

district lies midway betweeu tne Lakes George
and Champlaln, being Just two miles distant l'ruin
each otUer. The outlet of tne former, leaping in
cataracts and tumbling over rocks, runs right
througu the heart of the village, aud, before the
lire, moved lis factories and turned Us mills,
lience, flowing on m a circuitous course, lc
finally empties itself into Lake Champlalu.
On every aide of Its boiling, seething waters
tall mountains ascend heavenward, dangerously
precipitous, but grand aud picturesque In the
axtreme. It was along these mountain sides that
one hundred years ago were enacted some of the
most exciting scones or the Revolution. It was
beside this stream that the magnlflceDt army or
4bercromoie maae Its historical passage from
lake to lane, aud just above the spot where the
waters mingle with Champlalu below, that their
grand army sutTered us overwhelming defeat.
On Monday next an these events will be com¬

memorated In story and in song, aud hence there
If uo moro Interesting theme at present than a

iescripuou oi the celebrated march, a review of
the country over which the Journey was made,
and tne account of its attack, repulse and retreat.
Your correspondent, securing an admirable guide,
one Mr. McCormick, a gentleman lanitllar with the
territory ana well versed in its historic recollec¬
tions, proceedea to Lake George ibis morning,
aud from tnenue Journeyed to Lake Champlalu,
pursuing exactly the same route that Auercroui-
bie traversed more than a century ago. The iol-
lowlmr are the details of the lournov ..

AUKKOKOMBlK'S AltMV.
It may be safely suid that ono of the grandeat

historic scenes ever witneBacd was the celebrated
passage of Abercrom bit's aimy uowa the waters
W the tioricon, uow known Lake George.
Tins passage wis effected on tne morning of

inly 6, i:u. The sun rode gloriously in the
heaveus, aud the tall, oversuadowing mountains,
which eveiywhere enclose the lake, echoed the
.ound of martial music, and the cami
quiet deptas of me waters reflected the
gleam and gutter of burnished arui».
Abercromole hid under his command a
flotilla made ud of l.ooo batteaux, a large
¦amber of raits mounted with artillery and ie.ooo
men. aiowly but grandly d,d the expedition pass
down the lakes, the rangers and light iniantry oc¬
cupying the iront, tne regulars the centre aud the
provincial* the right ana left wings, in the grand
lolitude and silence ol the mornin?, disturbed only
fey the shrill voice of birds, the sight, thougu ex¬
tremely beautiful, was, for the locality, mote tnan
Mo«lly atrange. The flotilla, paustng a little while

Sabbath Day Point, fluaiiy disembarked
at Howe's .anding, ana it was to this point that
tour correspondent early thia morning repaired
The landing is still known to the travelling pub¬
lic, aud la located in a little cove, on the morn-
Utg 01 the 7th Abercromble began to move, an<s
.tartlng irom this landing, your correspondent
took up the same line of march, the ruggedness of
U» path rendering it necessary for him to walk.

^^Ujitory has a ratr.er detailed description of the

^pprney along the we«t bank of the outlet or river
and it was only now and then that my guide and i
Wore puzaled concerning the actual advance.

I never saw a wilder country than that through
which this army paased, as it is even now, and we
can well imagine that tue route pursued was
pslufnl and slow in the extreme. It was princi-
paily along mountain up.auds and through rav-
tees the one made up of sharply pointed crags
an 1 ihe other filled with brush and bramble.that
the soldiers proceeded. These mountain sides are
to many instances wholly inaccessible to man
»nd ss a rule ail are dangerous to
any save by the most cautious ascent. The
sheep feed upon taeir tops; aud this pa.-turage
Where it exists, is hence richer aud more verdant
on the hides thap on the summits. The scenery
all along the roufh, broken course Is always grand
ind very often alarming. A shower came up as I
passed down. The sky seemed to change color
.»ery moment, and tue mountain tops were en-
re.oped in cloMs and sombre darkness I saw a

lorge eo well protected by its overtopping rock
tnat after the shower was over it was
M dry as be.ore the rain. At every step
1 my ears were greeted with toe
.iriii cry ol frightened bird* and the crash and
thunder of waterfall and cataract. Now ana \
then finding my way up some steep proclivity
A view would burs: upon my ejea so magnlfl-
Mnt that 1 could but pause and regard it with
¦peechlesi admiration; almost every variety of
tree and busn girded the mountain's edge.the
Mh, poplar, walnut, btrch, hemlock, cedar, butter¬
nut, baaswood and beech.ail atnctly indigenous
". »oll and growing unattended by any mor-

lal hand. Huch was the line of march of
that gooa army; we can weU believe
that even the officers were lorced to cut their
way onward through this wilderness wan tneir
¦woroe. as tiiey advanced tue ieet of the men
were cut by the rock ana pierced with tne brain-
bla, and everywhere may Journeyed lithe and
paiaonous serpents rose in taeir pata and die-
»u;«d their right of way. At lsai, after raan.
hours of weary, painful aud almost disheartening
¦arching, Abercromble reaci.ed the point wber«
thia little village uow u, and paused right over
iMre acroaa the stream, wnlcli he tad /oiiowed
Mi the way from Lake ueorge to Hconderoga. The
fort he was wanting to besiege was only two miles
.way.

i.ir tub riadih advance
. ahead of the English army and see wnat is neing

done about the fort. In thoae earthworks thrown
.p thousands oi yards irom the wails frowning
luii aoova Lake Champlaln the French were ac
tifely engaged strengthening taeir works *nd
throwing out new, srong and apeariike abattis.
Their movements were concealed, and the aimoat
Impeaetraoie fbreat rendered tneir enemy mca-
pabie of correctly estimating their atreugth. i ais
was Shown by tne fact that wuen Abercrombie
Mut out an English engineer to repoit concern¬
ing the fortifications he returned witu tue answer
that they were very weik, poorly manned,
and that t:ie English army could capture
them without auy serious trouolo or arcat
ous or life. out. then, irom the lordcrs of this
now ruined village Aijcrcrombio marched hie
»o <llera in ail the magniuoence oi military die.
P y. Ue (.44 not wait tor hi* artillery, slowly sp-

^reaching froai the rear, but proceeded coofl.

e.n Lr'Jf08' U°lTU 108 natur»' Mktll that I
can sou rrt-w my window ae I write th<! soi iiera
oontl'iucd taeir steady tramp onward, tnu great
.oncourse o, so.diary making up a .uau.e but
in.wa ug spectacle. Tne array was lorraea in
thtee l.nes-iiru camo ti»a runners, batteau .uen
and the Ugh: infantry; next w0.e th0 provinces

¦ent whl.a be ,i.,a these tue reguia.e were
torm^ i iu eoliiuo.
WW>«og up tae ateep r-romontory leading to

the fort, ana penetrating the dense thickness ef
the rorest, the/ soon reached tho Ion/ line oi earth¬
works thrown up by the French ana guardsd by
the sharp abatns. Hteadiiy and wt h the coolest
courage and precision tno regiments are wheeled
into Hue. No shot is llred from behind tha earth¬
works, and all that cuu Lie seen is an occa-

sloaal French cup. The English sound the
Blgual for assault. The instant this is
given a line of blazing fire flushes from
behind itie earthworks. Hundreds fall in death,
and ihc Engll-li, dashing manly at the a bait is. are
met with a round of caunot slioi that, lor the mo¬

ment, spreads destruction, terror and panic
among their decreasing ranks. .Saplings are cue
asunder, trees cras over their beads and the
earth seems crumbling underneath thtir very feet.
In an Instant, however, the panic is over, tne ranks
arc filled again and another dash Is made udou
the works. Tne English become entangled lu the
abattis. They can neither retreat nor advance,
and all th3 while this dreadlul galling fire
ponrs upon them from behind the breastworks.
Lost to oider, discipliuo or eveii consciousness,
the Scotch Hlghlauuers hack at the abattis, formed
of trees, with sharply pointed limbs, and try to
hew their way out with their broadswords in vain.
One regiment of Highlanders alone loses
two-thirds of Its men ana twenty-live of
Its officers. A few, more during, free
themselves from tha abattis, reach the
earthworks, only to be pierced to the heart with
1-reach bayonets. The English still do not yield.
They hearil only one command wnen they started.
It was "advance." Once more they formed their
Bhatiered lines. Two columns oharged to the
ritht, another at the centre, a third upon the lert.
Another crash of small arms, another burst of
cannonade, and again hundreds bite the dust.
Abercromble during all this carnage and blood*

shed was la the rear, and it was only the cool
courage and wonderful bravery of Montcalm that
Inspired the soldiers to face such lcariul odds. He
knew the moment the first charge was made that
the English had greatly underrated the strength
of the French, and lelt thereupon tnat he was

contending against hope. But yet no command
came irom Abercromble to ccase the slaughter.
Finally, the line being utterly disorganized, tne
British soldiers began firing upon each other. The
havoc was terrible, and all the while a steady
stream of fire poured irom the French levies. At
last regiment after regiment began an indepeu-
deut, unconcertea retreat, leaving 2.000 dead
bodies upon the ground. The provincials covered
their night. Tne light had waged far into tne
night, and, as the English outnumbered the French
fourfold, the latter restrained pursuit on ac-
count of the darkness, lsaw to-day the location
of the ground upon wuich this terrible battle
ensued. A new growth of timber covers it
now, bnt the long, circuitous earthworks
of the French lines are distinctly marked
ou the landscape. They are located sumo

distance irom the fort, but In ready access to it.
A gully about llvo leet deep shows where the
neaviest and most effective firing was done, and
the location oi the atiatls can bo plainly seen. I
saw also a tree, a lurge oak, standing a > n ti'e
receding slope. It marked the s; j« be. OLd
which Abercromble could not approach, s a
irom which he began bis retreat. It bore * p ue
board upon which was inscribed:.

f " I"
July 8th, 1768. Loss 2,000.

l'asslug this historic upot, clambering over the

heights of the old French cartnworks and running
along their deep excavations. Fort Ticonderog*
appeared a little wavs ahead of me. Its crumbling
ruins presenting a weird and peculiar Impression.
To reach it 1 mtut descend Into a little valley de¬
clining lakeward and afterward creep up the high
craggy promontory upon which it stands.
As 1 was going np the hill I came across
a stretch of ground so strange m shape
ana contour that 1 instinctively felt that it
was a cemetery, and tbat i was walking over the
graves of hundreds of soldiers, whose memory a

hundred years ago at their burial was forgotten,
and none of whom ever had a single stone to give
his name to posterity. Here and there a little rot¬
ting piece of plauk would be driven in the ground
at the foot of i.omti bsjk of earth, but in no In¬
stance could any inscription be lonnd. ? little
further up the hill I discovered a marble slab. It
bad been broken In twain by some rude hand;
Its base was missing while its top was lying flat
upon the earth.

It read as follows:.
T

old Isaac, or Old Daddy, as ever/ one used to call
him when alive, bad >or ye.irs and years lived
about the fort, and up to the time ol til* deatti nad
acted as guide to all its vMitors. Be waa a plain,
simpie-minJed, silverv bairea oia man, borne down
with tue rhenmatum and almoHt crushed by tita
yeara. lie would tato people around the place,
tell them much of its lormer history, and alaai
many a person relying upon what Daddy told nim,
though the old man beiisvea every word he ut¬
tered to be as true as goftpel, has ratlen into
grave error and mistake. Daddy, while be lived,
was always happy, and if the old man's head
sometimes conceived incorrect ideas and reported
things as true which never happened, hi* errors,
for the most part, were so palpable that no stu¬
dent of history could be very well rniaied by them.
One day Old Daddy died, and they buried him
under the shadow of the ruin* over which ha bad
clambered for almost half a century. Hume kind
hand reared a plain white siab to his memory; but
other bands, rude and sacrilegious, have broken
it, and no doubt Daddy's grave will soon be lost to
identification, as are the graves of many others.

FORT TiCON'OGIUKlA.
1 passed through the cemet.rj.it has no fence

about it.climbed over another old breastwork,
went down into a gully, either side of wblcn was
wailed up. and through It found my way inio Fort
Ticonderoit. ibe past history of the lort oau bo
easily told. It was built by the French in ilto,
Abeuromble. as Just related, asxauitod it* ave¬
nues and approach in 1741. It was oaptured by
Amlie st in 1769, recaptured by Ethan Alien in
177i, and evacuated before 0urp,oyun by at, Clair
in tue year 1777. Us present ruins tell their own
meiancboiy story. Save a few portions of tae
sides, which stand here and there alone, with
great intervals between them, it is simply a con¬
fused mass of mortar and stone, plied up in irregu¬
lar neap*. The old parade ground in the centre,
the barracks of the soldier*, thj quarters of the
officer* nave all been destroyed. No one, from ita
present appearance, cau ten how It lo.ked lOu
year* ajo. All tne underground passages uni
covered avenues are either entlrsly ur partiauy
do*ed up, aud tuou.b in some instances one can
run lor a little uietanoe aiunj ttielr former limits,
his course l* soou Interrupted by heaps of rubbish
and broken rock.
There.* one apartment, however, pretty well

piesorved. it is uudor*rounu, beiug arched over-
be.td with solid masonry, auu approacued l>y five
different entrauce*. Old Daduy itlce and sev«rai
historians lustst upon oalim* Ibis the bakery of
tueiui t. mi* U iidiculous, not only on aocount

OLD TICONDEROGA AND ITS SURROUNDINGS.

of its peculiar size and construction, but on ao-
conut of its immediate connection with all the
old avenues leading to It underground. Thoro
was no necessity of buiiang a bakery under tlie
earth'K surlace, and no one, 1 believe, ever saw a

bakery wltU lour exits aud entrances, besldos.
li>td It ever been a bakery, the influence vt neat
aud smoke would oveu now be seen upon Its ceil¬
ing and walls, wDloli is not ttie case. Alter creep¬
ing througu Its main entrance on my hands and
knees, I tonud myself iu a solid lireproof com¬

partment, thirty leet square, and ai»out fliteen
high from tlio floor to the keystone of its arch. It
was tilled with ice aud snow, and after my eyen
had become a little familiar with the darkness,
1 noticed the four entrance* mentioned
above. 1 tried to crawl through each of
them. but all were filled up. From
their appearance, however, 1 feel sure that they
once lead to stairways, which in tnelr turn lead
up to the parade ground. I was very partic¬
ular in uit investigation, and am quite sure tuat
this is the very .'boinoproof" under which the
soldier made his escape alter snappiug his fusee
at colonel Ethan Alleu. Everything seems to in-
dlcaie that It Is a bombprooL StudTlng ine origi¬
nal construct.on or tuo tort, I llnd that a bomb¬
proof could only conveniently be located in tins
place. We know at leaH tnat there was

a bombproof, aud it is not likely that
a bombproof would crumble to pieces before
a bakery. Aside Trom this bombproof, or what¬
ever it mav liave been, notr.lng else remains In¬
tact.every other thing has gone to r^ck and
rum. tiroplng my way from the bombproof I
clambered up the sides of an ancient underground
passageway and gained vie promontory on which
ihe fort stands, it commands a magnificent view
oi Lake Cham plain in both dlrectlona. Sweep¬
ing tne outlook with a Held glass 1
could see on tne other side Hand's Cave.
the very Identical place where lahan Alleu
mustered his eighty-three men, and irom which he
proceeded to cross the water for tne capture of
the fort. l/~"tfd also see Willow Point, where he
landed, o* stern shore, some distance to-
ward the t£ $£o .» «"» ,po1, "d tU* W"*
lows are gio» »-i» there still.not the same w l-
lows, of course, but willows of tne same variety.
It was here, on that memorable morning of May
10, 1776, that Allen, gathering his valiant
eighty-three under tuo shade of the willows, said
to them:."Friends and fellow soldiers,
jou have tor a numoer of years past
been a scourgo and terror to arbitrary
power. Your valor has been famed abroad and

acknowledged, as appears by tne advice and
orders to me from the General AssemDly of Con¬
necticut to surprise and take the garrison now
before us. 1 now propose to advance before you,
and in persoa conunct you through the wicket
gate, for we must this morning eltuer quit our

pretentions to vaior or possess ourselve* oftnis
fortress In a few minutes; aud Inasmuou as it is
a desperata attempt, wmch none but tne bravest
of men dare undertake. I do not urge it oo any
contrary to his will You thai will undertake
voluntarily poise your flreiocka."
Every Oreen Mountain hoy poised his firelock,

and tne little band started ib the dlreotion of the
tort. I went over the same asecndlng ground,
and thouga there la no" mark now by which I
could leatn wuere the wicket gate stood,vestiges of
the location of the sallyport remain where Allen's
lliewas saved by a sentinel's gun missing Are.
It"mains of the covered way,

* through which
Allen rushed into the parade ground surrounding
the barracae, are alao to be seen, and at tne com¬

ing Centennial, on Monday, will be viewed wltn
great mtereat. I looked in vain to And tne spot
wnere stood the commandant's quarters, before
tne entrance of whlcn hthan Allen demanded his
surrender "In the name of tho great Jehovah
and the Continental congress." Of course I
conld loeate the place relatively, hut not one
beam or stone of the structure can be Identified,
though in trying to find It I have no doubt
that my feet were bruised against much
of the original material used to us
construction. After this has been said
the iort, as It Is at present, may be regarded as

fully described. Tne great ptlee of stone, the ac¬
cumulated heaps of rubbish, and two or three
shattered walla staadiug here end there ara aU
that remain of It; not oy any means sufflclent to
remind one what it once was.

THE A 1.1.EN CBNTKNXtAU
All the places 1 have described, the route over

wuich I have just Journejed, the scene of Aber-
ciombie's deteat, and tne ruins of toe old lori, aro
to ue visited again by the many hundreds wiio.
on Monday next, will gather to this littlo village
to ceiebiata the centennial of Allen's capturo of
ltconderoga. The citizens of the place have ad-
dressed the following card to the public:
vaiivM-OwInc to <'Ur very disastrous Ore. which re-

< .iVfftl ¦>" etiUrx oastusss sortiou oi our

&a« and tn.' tV. mi ln wh oh to mik' srrauseui.nt. w. c.u only^;pa;. ullr.. »a s.*Tuu U. jou. U. iu . graai on.ou

hrrcbf Invited to autnd the one hnndredth an-
of tni cap'are of fort ilaonderos*. May Ufm bfi'iJil a Us ii mid hi« u.asn Mountain Boys.

* .Voho\.r "the «ho that was heard aroundhollowin<th«flonoor iM.
^naarefa. last IW

taw* WW
Tico*»KaooA, Y., April tn, ISi-K
Tne loilowlng la the programme:.

..la the name el the great Jehovah aad the Continental
Cengres*

1 t«A* AUK* MW.
at

TICONL»liltO<»A,
Mon l»a y, Matt 10, H75.

..¦-.KMS'u'.-VxSHa
tonsxoo*.

nation of organised bodies ana re-
vie w. uuderroiliinaiia of^suoraf tlttiouiyao.
UK u'eioc*.rtsiisthments^icnle.
1){ o'clock..Formation o« ilue.orgimaat

1 J o'oloe-.l'rooos«lon movei to lort aruairoutiaaeo by mo »j» Allen *ay w. iJ7», si

Hale

Prnyer.
.

Mii-ic.
Addresses by prominent men.
¦Music.
liriuid purmlo and military tactics
l<ank» broken ami places ol uppcutl interest visited.
Escorting ut gliosis to cars mid boats.

riuTiNu sAturr.

Among tne many prominent people to be pres¬
ent may be mentioned the mimes ol Uovernor
Tilden, 01 New York: Goveruor Peck, ot Vermont,
and ex-Governor Stuart, of tno same State, who
will furnish the oration or the occasion. Every¬
thing promises an Immense concourse of people
and exercises of the most extraordinary Interest.

THE NATION'S JUBILEE.

THE GREAT CENTENNIAL RALLY AT STEINWAY
HALL.EXHIBITION OP TIIE OlilAT TREES OF
CALIFORNIA AND OCR LUMBER RESOURCES.
The great Centennial meeting to be neld at

htelnway llall on tho 22d or this month promises
to be a decided success. Among the prominent
speakers on that occasion will be Mr. William M.
Evai ts, Judge Van Cott aud other distinguished
citizens who have identified themselves with the
patriotlo undertaking. Admission will be by
tickets, to be had on application to the Executive
Committee, aud it is expected that all tno great
commercial and financial bod.es of the city, the
Chamber of Commerce, the Proauce Excbango,
tnu Stock Exchange, Ac., will be fully represented.
The meeting will be an admirable medium of ex¬

pressing toe views of tho commercial and finan¬
cial world concerning the needs of the Cenrennui
and Hie part New York intends to take at the ex-

fiosition. it ts expected tuat this meeting will
argely cnhance tho interest In tho Ueutenuial
among all classes of the community.

THE RECEPTION 07 NEW YORE AND NEW ENGLAND

MERCHANTS.A OREAT GATHERING OF LEAD¬

ING CAPITALISTS.
Philadblpbia, May T, 1875.

The reception to the merchants of New York
and New England on Tuesday next by the mer¬
chants of Paiiadeiphla, for the purpose of arousins
interest in the centennial and visiting the grounds
for the Exhibition, at Palrmount Park, will be
a ¦ -to worthy event. It will be a larger gathering
of great capitalists and merchants than has ever
assembled in this city. The preparations for It
are on a mammoth scale. The guests lrom New
York and New England alone will be one hundrod
In number; from the leading merchants' bouses
they will come over lrom New -York in a special
tram provided by the Presides t of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, which will tako
tni-m direct to tuc grounus at Fairmount, and will
make toe distance from New York in one hour and
forty minutes, the lastest time ever made on tr.e
road. The visitors will bo received at the grounds
by the Philadelphia merchants and conducted
over the grounds, alter wmch mere win be a col¬
lation at Belmont, with speeches of welcome,
aud a history of the Centennial move¬
ment. witn interesting information about us
present condition.

BUNKER HILL.

actio* or tux new xnoland society in re¬
lation TO TBJB ANNIVKR&UHT.

On the occasion ot the sixty-ninth annual meet¬

ing of tue New Bngland Society, which was held
at uelmonico's on in* 22a day 01 December, 1874,
It was unanimously resolved, "that u
be rereried to tne Board or Offi¬
cers to consider what means, if any,
snould be taken to unlta in tbe celebration of the
hundredth anniversary of tbe battle of Bunker's
mil, on the 17th day or Jane, 1874." Tbe
Hoard of Officers. in accordance wita the resold-
tlon, have now determined to participate In tbo
grand celebration to take place l'u Boston on that
day. and, at tacir last meeting, appointed
the following named geutlein-n to servo as mem¬
bers of a committee 01 Arrangements:.lion,
isaac 11. Ualiey, Uon. Uenjamlu K. Pneips, Dani-l
F. Appieton, L. H. Wyman, William Borden, JoDn r.
Denuv and L. P. Hubuaro. Lust evening a specUl
ni-etln# 01 the societr was held at Deimunlco's,
Mr. Isaac II. Bailey In the caair.
Coionei £. L. Uaul offered tne following resolu*

uon, wbicn was adopted
Re#ol»ed Thai wo accept the escort tendered bv tbe

"old Uunr<1"on tbe occasion or our propoied trip to
Bod.ua us the 17iboiJun*.
on motion of Mr. Benjamin K. Phelps, seconded

by Alderman O. P. c. Baling*, an additioual com¬
mittee or seven were appointed to 00-
operate with tie commit ee already se-
Jecied. Tue members or tbe society
wuo propose partit iputiiiK in the ccleoration. uud
wuo nave not as yet signified their intention ro do
so. arc requested to meet at 'lie stoie ot Ollv. r
Dtson, No. 7il Broaoway, at tour o'clock on next
iuesdar afternoon. itie meraoera 01 the joint
couwnirtoe will meet at tao same place, at me
same hour.

PRESENTATION OF COLORS.
Tbe Tweaty-second regiment became tbe willing

guests last evening of the ladles connected with
tbe La<ly Washington Department of the Homoeo¬
pathic lloipital Fair. Previou - to the final closing
01 the lair it wae deemed a good idea by the lady
manager* to place a magnificent stand of colors
on eXMbitlOB, to bf donated to tbe regiment ob¬
taining tne most votes. at the rate 01 >1 a vote.
l.jm evening tlio tegtment, under command of

Colonel Joxiao Porter. a**«>mbied at tne Armory in
iotirteeuth street lor the purpose ul rereiviag
tne stand of colors tney nad tttua ga uui.y won.
lue ie*!uieut wan formed on three side* ot 4
?quaie. Jud«a Joun B. Brady, wuo had bee:i
smaoted by tr.e ladies us tueir t>p Kesman. rneu
stepped orward and iu a neat tpeecn
presented two co.ors.uotli state and
Inited states.accompanied or a mil fee
01 legimeutai guidons. Colonel Porter teri>on<ie<i
en oeuaif 01 bl« regiiaent.KratefiiliytliaiiK.ua tne
ladies conneotod mtu tue salr, Judge ura.ir, their
ri'i-r-Mniuative. and lite li lend* 01 ue regiment m
geneiai for taeir kiudue«*. Toe regiment waa
thf-n dismissed, and in ;i 'ew minute* tfierwatd
ton "Detendtms" and tneir fur irlcnds were en-
Joying themselves in dancing, toimoin's fine
b'iud o; sixty five piocas luruisaed tue tnuiic lu
excellent style.

SHOOTING AFFRAY.

Magnus Kirs, a sailor ou board the steamship
Erla, recently arrived irom Liverpool, went wlin
u party 01 lui.o y tars i<>to tbe Uquor sal on. No. 318
West street, yeste u.ty aitenieja, and be4au
drinking. A dispute soon arose and a

light eusuod. 111 tio> scufil.' coo of
tue men drew a molver and discharged
it twice, ono oi tne osus nutering the s ho tiller
of Kirk, pas-dug turougn U aud lOUgiug iu lus
v»st, tuo otuor gr./uig ms neett. immeoiateir
aitertheshooru.il tae party separated, nil or tne
ssnors I"hviiik tbe aa »ou excepting Kirk, who
wa.4 taken to the liUluu i.ieeiuCi atatioa i>ou»e
and bad his iu^ui e. dies^od by Ponce at.rgeuB
Waller. He was tcea removed to beueruelios-
ptva«-

MECKLENBURG.
The Genuine and the Apocryphal Decla¬

rations of Independence.

ARGUMENT OF DANIEL R. GOODLOE.

Tie Certificate of John McKnitl Mfittuder.
Proofs of Spuriuusufss.

CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF THE CO.NTROVER&Y.

Warkknton, N. C., May 2, 1875.
To tub Editor of tub Ukrald:.

Trie "Declaration of inilependence," winch pur¬
ports to have been made by the people of Mecklen¬
burg county, Soi th Carolina, May no, nid. is not
universally received as genuine; while another
declaration, put forth by the samo peoplo on the
31st day or the same month and year, 1* admitted
on all hand* to be what It claims to be.toe proofs
of its genuineness being primed copies found in
several contemporary newspapers, published in
Charleston, New i oik and Boston. One of these
newspapers, tno New York Journal, lor the year
1775, was In the possession of the late Mr. Peter
Force, and was doubtless embraced lu the vast
historical collection sold by tus executors to the
Congress Library about five years ago. The most
material of this series of resolves of May 31 may bo
seen In this New York Journal of June 29. They
were found by Mr. Fores about the year
1835, and were republished by Ulm In his
"American Archives," and l believe also In
the newspapers of that dftv. In 1847 Mr. Uancroft,
while Minister to England, obtained a copy ol the
whole series, twenty in number, from the British
State Paper Oifloe, They were found preserved in
the South Carolina Gazette of June, 1775, and along
with them, a copy of the note of the royal Gov-
ernor Wricnt, of Georgia, to the Earl of Dart-
mouth, Secretary of State, transmitting the "ex-
traordlnary resolves by the people in charlotte*
town, in Meckleubttrg county." No historical
event, thereiore, can be established on more ratls-
lactorv proofs than those on which these Meek.
itnUurg resolves of May 31, 1775, are seen to rest.
But in the course oi Ulty years, among a people so
little addicted to writing, printing and publishing
as those of North carollua, all printed evidence ol
this memorable event, so Honorable to the people
of the county, ana of the Mate, hud been lost to
the public view; and, worst of all, the original
manuscript records of the Connty Committee of
Safety, which issued the resolves, were de-
stroved by lire, in April, 1800, with the house of Mr.
John McKnltt Alexander, lu whose care they were
placed. Tuese resolves nre signed "by order of
the committee, Epo. Brevard, ClerK of the Com¬
mittee/"
TUB DISCOVERT OP THE M'KJUTT ALEXANDER DEC¬

LARATION.

From tUe date of me destruction of these rec¬

ords, la April, isoo, until about the year 1835,
when Mr. Force lound lour or live of the principal
revolves, with ttie preamble. In the New York
Journal, an abovo explained, ihey were entirely
lost sight of, and were only treasured, witn tho
stirring events by which they were accompanied,
In tne faolnj memories of a .few venerable pa¬
triots, wliu participated In or witnessed tsern. It
was In this long, oblivious interval between the
publication of the resolves, May ai, 1775, and tlielr
discovery by Mr^orce, amid the Heaps of news-

paper dies be had gathered from every part of the
country, that the paper known as tne "Mecklen¬
burg Declaration," of May 20, of the same year,
made its sppearanoe. The Raleigh Register, of
Apnl 30, 1819, forty-four years after the event,
first published to the world tills pretentious paper,
accompanied by what purports to be the report
of proceedings of a public meeting of delegates
elected by tUe several captains' companies of the
county of Mecxleabarg, These proceedings are
pat forth in the usual form and dated Mar 30, 1775.

"I Aoram Alexander'! name appears as chairman,I and that of John McKnltt Alexander as secretary.Srhc resolutions' said to be adopted are in form and
substance an absolute and lrrevocaole "Declara¬
tion of Independence," ana cmbrace many of the
characteristic lorma of speech with which the pub¬
lic is familiar as the language of tne American
Declaration. Antedating, as the Mecklenburg

| paper does, by more than a year, the declaration
made at Philadelphia by the American Congress,
Its appearance at once raised tb4 question!
whether Mr. Jefferson, the author or the latter
document, had been guilty of plagiarism, and how
it happened that neither during the Revolutionary
era ner subsequently, up to the year 1819, no one
out of North Carolina had ever seen or hesrd of
this startlinr manlfeuo.
JOHN AUAMJ ON THE MECEL1NBUKO DICLASATIOX.

It was soon republished in Msssaoausetts, and
met tne eye of ex-President John Atiams. Toe If-
feet was to rekindle the Ores of youthful patriot-
ism In his venerable breast, in a letter to Thomas
Jefferson, who was alao on tUe Presidential retir d
list, tne enthusiasm of the suge of Qulncy over the
dlscoverr was only equalled by bis amazement.
Bow had he failed to meet wltu it in that crisis of
the Revolution? An l would he not have maae the
hails oruongress echo Its stlriog sentiments? How
could it have escaped the observation of all the
tamest advocates of independence in Massachu¬
setts, in Virginia, and other states? lie would
have had it published in every wbu newspaper on
the Continent, Ae. such, in snbstmce, were the
emotions or enthusiasm iusotred by tuis 'Meck¬
lenburg Declaration or Independence" of May
20. 1771, in the mind of Mr. Adams, la his first
letter to Mr. Jofferson on tuts subject, la June,
1110, he manifests an unmlstsksbie readiness to
believe in tne genuineness of the document, out
not without an expression of his amassment that
it never before «aw the light. The reader wno is
familiar witn the history of the two statesmen.
of their early friendship, tueir subsequent m airy
and alienation, and, still later, When the political
battles oi li e Mere at an end, of their uot too oor*
dial reconciliation.caunot fall to detect in this
letter or Mr. Auams a degree of lurktnir satHiac-
tlon at tho thought that his successful rival would
wince under the implied imputation or platiar-
ism, whtcn the document, if genuine, would sus¬
tain. That this was his feeling is manifest from a
letter to Willum Bontley, written >u July follow¬
ing, in wbl3>i ue fays that Mr. Jefferson "must
have seen tt, iu the nmeortt, for lieh.u c -pled ttie
spirit, the souse and the expressions of it verba¬
tim Into his Declaration of toe 4th or July, 177c.»
But a montn later Mr. Auams had changed uis
mind, as appears from a letter dated August 21, to
the same gentleman, iu wbico he says, i cannot
believe that tliey (the resolu.luisj were known to
oue member of congress ou the 4th of July, 1770.
Eituer these resolutions area piagtaiuni irom Mr.
Jefferson's Declaration of Imiepeudeuce, or Mr.
Jeilei son's Declaration of Iudepeuueuce is a pla¬
giarism fiom those resolutions. 1 could as soon
believe that tho doxeu flowers of bydrangei now
before my eyes were the work of chance ae that
tno Meckionourg resolution < una Mr. Jefferson's
Declaration were uoc Jtrived the est i.-om the
other.'' Mr. Adam*, therefore, regarded the
..AiecRlenbuig Declaration" ao spurious, since ae
coutd not beuevo that it uau been seen by one
member of Congress on the 4111 of Jaiy, 1770.

MB. JC: Fir.30»'3 POSITION.
Mr. Jefferson was douwiest as much annojed as

Mr. Adams anticipated, and ro. ne t to the latter
in one of his trenchant letters, In which be pointed
out msny facts teuaing to prove the docament to
be spurious. This o.n respondent wm not ni*>le
puo.lo until about tue year laiw, lour years after
the death 01 three emu.ent men, which
occurred simultaneously ou July 4, lain,
Au angry controversy immediately sprung
up, auu every North Carotiuiau ,eit
bound to vinJIoate tue genuiuenoss of tne
"Mecklenburg DecUratiou," wimo the aident ad¬
mirers 01 Jeffer onweie prone to be lnoi eduious,
Ou the oua side were tae solo inn aaseveiations 01
a number of tne mou respeotabi* men in tno
htate, who declared that tuej were present m

Charlotte, tua county town or aiectienouri, on IM
20th of May, 1775, and of others mat It was la May,
or at least prior la July 4, 1773; that a declaration
of lndepeadonco of urea: Britain was mad*
and r.dopted; that a revolutionary gov*
eminent waa established; tnat men were

appointed to collect arms ana ammuni¬
tion, uuil thai a messenger waa appointed ta

convey the proceedings of the meeting to the Cou-

greas then anting at Paiiadeipnta. The people of
North Carolina «!io knew tueae venerable patriot*
could notaud cannot doubt that tuer spoke tn«
trut.i to the best or tneir knowledgo and belief. II
vu Impossible that hj m:iuy good men snouM

conspire to invent or to sustain a gigantic impos-
ture or a fraud of any Kind.

Tlir. WAllKH Qif Bi'CBlOCaKSSS.
On tlio other side were the marks of spurloua-

ncM already alluded to.the auspicious points of
reseiablauee to the immortal Declaration of tba
American Cougre**, coupled, with puerilities of
whicn u man oihfu.su and education would be In¬
capable; the incredible statement that absolute
and irrevocable independence could have been
declared in North Carolina in 1775, and sent by
express to I'h.ladelptiia, aud yet that the startling
fact never came to the knowledge of any member
oi the American Congress, or to any one, so far an
can be ascertained, outside of the limited circle
(4 those actually present; that, as wui allegod bj
its earner deiender* (and by its latest, Mr.
Wheeler), it was printed in tne Cape Fear
Mercury, aud sent in that journal by the
Koyal Uovernor, Martin, to the British govern¬
ment, but that it failed to awaken any sensa¬
tion on tbat Hide of the Atlantic, and thai
all trace of tt haa been lost. These are loriplda.
ble and, to the miuds of disinterested persons,
fatal objections to tiio genuineness of tbe "Meck-
lenourg Declaration" or M*y 20, 1775; and thera
aro others to be stated, winch tbe Inquiry has de¬
veloped, equally and some of tuem even mora
Irreconcilable with the asserted validity of thai
document.

GOOD FAITH OF THE WITNESSES.
But I would have no one imagine that in held-

ing this adverse opinion 1 for a moment doubt
the entire good faith of all the witnesses whose
certificates and letters wero secured by tba
friends of the "Declaration." They bore testi¬
mony to tne reality of an event which had oc¬
curred from forty-live to fifty nve years before
their several statements were written, it is im¬
possible that they could do more than recall tua
more striking circumstance?. The day of the montl
and the language employed in a string of resolu¬
tions are not among tho salient facta. But a

tteueral notion of wtiat waa done and the namea
of tbe principal actors who figured on the oc-

caslon are the things that would be remembered.
Again, the witnesses speak or several meeting!
preliminary to tne main one, and their contra¬
dictory statements as to who took tne lead in
what each seems to regard as the principal event
show that their tailing powers of memory re¬

called olilerent days. These contradictory state-
ments will be pointed out lu tne proper place, it
win appear that tne powers of recollection of the
witnesses were lorestalled, and, thereby, prob¬
ably Imposed on, by the very tact that tne publi¬
cation In the Raleigh Register, which they wero

cailed ou to verify, suggested the day and the
names or the odloera of the meeting. It will also
be shown that the two witnesses.Captain Jaclc
and the Rev. Mr. cummins.who gave tneir state¬
ments at the earliest dates.viz., in 1819.without
the opportunity of refreshing their memories,
or of having them imposed on by tha-
pnblication In the Register, could not give tua
date of the meeting and gave other name* than
those sec forta in Mr. Alexander's report aa tno

leading characters or actors. Finally, it will bo
shown that Mr. Alexander himself admitted in

writing tbat the paper which passes lor th* genu¬
ine "Mecklenburg Declaration of independence,"
of May 20, 1775, was written by him from memory
In isoo, six months after tbe original waa de¬

stroyed bv Ure. and twenty-live years alter ita
date! This fact aione proves to a demonstration
that all the witnesses who bore testimony to tba
genuineness or the "Declaration" were betrayed
Into an error by haying seen the pimalated doeu-
meat.

THE QfiNCIM DOCXnCES-r.
In view of these lacts, it U lortunate for. the

pood name una lame of the county pi Mecklen¬

burg that toe genuine document has been rescued
irom tne oblivion id wbion it lay buried for

¦lzty years. Thanks to the research or Mr. Foroo
and Mr. Bancroft we have now for many years,
had poaseaaioa of the rename Mecklenburg re¬

solves, which, to all practical Intents, waa a final)
severance of the tie which bound the peop:e to

Great Britain, tuouga It waa not quite that in

form, The people of Mecklenburg are entiued to

tne lmper.shable honor arising from the fact thai

their ancestors were the first to cat looee from
all dependence on the mother country and to take
the most advanced step In the direction of inde¬

pendence, in the year 1776. The event la worthy
to he kept In perpetual remembrance. At the

same time U is due to troth to say that the people
of no part of the Union risked so much and darel
ao mucn in the cause of liberty, prior to 177#, a*

those of Massachusetts. Bar Suffolk county reso¬

lutions of September, 1774. which were in sub-

stance adopted drat by the other counties, and

tn jn by the Provincial Congreas, defied and c%st-
off Uritlan authority iu the presence of a formid¬
able British army. They declared open reaiatance

to aach of tne British officials as acknowledged
their obligation 10 obey and enforce the several
sots of the British Parliament by which tne

port of Boston was cloaed, the cnartei
of the colony altered and flagitious viola¬

tors of the laws protected and screened iron

trial. A receiver general lor the province waa ap¬
pointed oy the l>rovincial Congreaa in tne follow¬
ing winter to take charge of the revenues, an l

pronation wax maue for tne reorganization of the
mllittn, eubject to the control of the Congress ahd
independent of the Crown. Yet, along with tUea*
deienslve measures, resulting In actnal war,
there was a certain degree of veroal respect
suown to tuo British government, and especially
to the King. The course i>ursaed by Massachu¬
setts at tuts time was similar to tha nullification
plans or South Carolina In is«. wntca con tern,

plated forcible resistance to what was regarded a>

unconstitutional laws and maladministration,
wrlio obedience was to be yielded io all 01 bet
respects. Tue Mecklenburg resolves of Mar 81 are

more in the nature of a seoessiou irom all tntec*
< ourse and connection with the mother country,
but not without an ere to the possible adjustmant
of th? quarrel. All Britiah law and authority was

ruapende>i; an independent, though temporary, |
government waa aet uo, to contmue in force J
until a more permanent one ar.ouid be sstabiisheS /
by tne Provincial or Continental Congress, ens

subject to tue will vf these bodies until Great
Britain should abandon her arbitrary poJaj
toward the colonics.

{.OMR RKKARKlBLB D19CKBPaKC(IS.
If we suppose the paper to be genuine, hj

wnich It uppcars that the people of Meckle&bui?
declared independence on the 30th of May, ins
and constliutod iho delegates present a miutfcrj
sud civil government of the countr, it follow*
aece»saitiy, that tneir self-constituted oligarch)
was overthrown on toe aisi of the same month by
the Committee of safety, whieh on that day, at
mar 0i »e -n in the resolves quoted on the pro
coding pass, ordered an election ot military and
civil officers to fill me identical places aud to per
ioroi tne auties whioa the modest men ai
tne iotn had imposed on tueweoives. And win
so high a baud did tne committee aot, hi
appears ironi the resolves, tnat they wltbbex
an.., even the slightest recognition of tne>r pred¬
ecessors of the 'JOtn or of their transoendentiy ia»
portaut "Declaration of Independence," and ot
the military govevnmont which they established
on that day. Tho resolves of May 31 being India
putibly geuuln* it ts inoumoeut on the advooater
or tho 2oui of May papers to explain tais very ex
inordinary ojusmn, Tney are expected a.so ti
aocouut for tuo equadj strange discrepancy whid
exists oetween the two documents, in that (hi
un«3 earliest in date declares absolute independ
ence anu perpetual separation froos Oreat Britain
wbll* the other, only eleven days sabeequeatiy,
merely suspends Hnlish laws and authority, an*
coBiemplates the po«slblilty of a return to alio
gianoe. it fitiiows, ai«e, from the assumed gsnft

) inenoss ef the seth o( May paper toal ike peep.i


